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The definition that is given by the Encyclopedia 
of Violence, Peace, and Conflict explains Civil 
disobedience4 as a public, non-violent and 
intentional refusal of laws or set of laws that are 
perceived to be “unjust” and in this way advocates 
social change.5
I start by looking into the different facets of the 
definition of civil disobedience and explain them 
separately. What do these parts of the definition 
mean and does it correspond with the way I think 
about civil disobedience? How can this civil 
disobedience be adapted by urban activists in the 
urban environment? Before going into the definition 
of civil disobedience, it is good to know why 
society needs this form of civil disobedience in our 
public spaces. 

What is civil disobedience?
In Amsterdam’s Oosterdok 
you will find a site that 
has always been an enclave 
in the city. It started out 
as a naval dockyard and in 
1655 at the edge of the IJ. 
Throughout history, the 
terrain has known various 
configurations that have been 
marked by changes such as 
the coming of the Oosterdok 
locks and the IJ tunnel.1 
In 1915, the site closed 
its doors as a shipyard 
for good and became a naval 
establishment.2 In 2015, 
the navy withdrew from 
a large part of the site 
and the site was gradually 
opened to the public. 

This history and the still 
present military creates 
an atmosphere3 that is 
dominated by a feeling 
of control. A site made 
for obedient bodies. The 
fences, dressed military 
walking around, cameras, 
obstacles, the large guarded 
entrance and the wall with 
barbed wire attached gives 
a feeling that there is a 
need for obedience. This 
atmosphere does not invite 
citizens to make a certain 
area your own. The part of 
the site along the water on 
the city centre side and 
the grassy area near the 
old wall are often more 
crowded than the grassy 
area near the helicopter 
pad and military fencing. 

The area, which is in 
transition from an old 
military area to a new 
housing estate of the city 
of Amsterdam, is currently 
in an interim phase. In the 
area, you can recognise the 
design of the old shipyard, 

the military era and the 
new additions. Due to this 
combination of many elements 
from different periods of 
the site, it does not yet 
meet the needs of its current 
users in all areas. Walking 
on the terrein I noticed 
a “olifantenpaadjes”. 
These paths are unofficial 
cycling or walking paths 
that are intentionally or 
unintentionally created 
by users of the regular 
cycling and walking paths 
over time. I see this path 
as an act of disobedience 
in public space.

When citizens refuse to 
wait for permission to do 
things differently, and 
desice to take matters 
in their own hands a 
certain degree of civil 
disobedience is required. 
Actions of disobedience go 
against or contradict the 
present rules or laws. The 
acts can also imply the 
use of a space in a way 
it was not intended for. 
The subject of my research 
will be the act of 
disobedience to manifest 
citizens’ right of altering 
the city. In my research, I am 
going to dissect the concept 
of civil disobedience to 
find out exactly what it 
means and what components 
are needed for an act to 
be civil disobedience. 
Using case studies I want 
to analyse the need for 
civil disobedience at the 
Marineterrein with its 
history of obedience as a 
military site. Why are acts 
of disobedience necessary 
for terrain like this? 

Introduction

1, 2 	 Lemmers, A. A. (2005). Van 
werf tot facilitair bedrijf (1ste ed.). Het 
Nederlands instituut voor militaire histo-
rie Den Haag.
3 	 “Atmosphere, it can be argued, 
is the very initial and immediate expe-
rience of space. and can be understood 
as a notion that addresses architectural 
quality.” 
 Havik, K., Teerds, H., & Tielens, G. 
(2013). Editorial. Building atmosphere, 
OASE, (91), 3–12. Retrieved from https://
www.oasejournal.nl/en/Issues/91/Edi-
torial

Notes on :
Acts of disobedience 
in public space

The power of nonviolent actions

Public space is space 
that is accessible for 
the public and where 
people go to do their 
activities. 6 They are 
designed to support 
human interaction, 
political debate and 
provide opportunities 
to interact with 
strangers and observe 
the other. Because the 
city’s population is 
increasing by 11,000 a 
year on average, and 
the City of Amsterdam 
aims to enable the 
construction of 52,500 
new homes, primarily 
within the city 
limits, by 2025, the 
pressure on public 
space is only set to 
increase. 7 Therefore 
it is important to 
have good public 
spaces where people 
can also feel at home.
Designing the public 
space is a constantly 
changing and fluid 

process that can never 
be finished. When our 
social morals change 
the city changes 
with us. Therefore 
I think we can never 
reach the point that 
our surroundings fit 
all of our needs. 
Acts of disobedience 
react to the public 
space, pointing out 
shortcomings and 
flaws while sometimes 
already offering a 
solution to these 
shortcomings. An 
example is Picnic the 
streets 8 who reacts to 
the major role the car 
plays in the design of 
public space. I think 
we should see acts 
of disobedience as 
feedback and ongoing 
reevaluation of the 
public space. 

The need for civil 
disobedience in public space

Henri Lefebvre,9 a French 
philosopher who devoted much of his 
career to the importance of space, 
had clear ideas about who has the 
right to alter the city and stated 
that the right to the city is not 
something that can be bequeathed 
by the state but is earned through 
habitation.” If you live in the 
shared urban landscape, then you 
have a natural right to participate 
in shaping its future.” I think we 
can learn a lot from people who 
roll up their sleeves and take 
action themselves to create a 
surrounding or community that makes 
more sense for them. Ultimately, 
urban architecture must provide 
a pleasant environment for the 
people who live there. 

Who has the right to 
alter the city?

6	 Public vs. Private: The Evaluation of Different Space Types in 
Terms of Publicness Dimension. (2015). European Journal of Sustainable 
Development, 5(3). https://doi.org/10.14207/ejsd.2016.v5n3p5
7	A. (2021, 21 mei). Policy: Urban space. https://www.amster-
dam.nl/en/policy/urban-development/policy-urban-space/
8	Picnicthestreets. (2012). facebook. https://www.facebook.com/

4 	 The origins of the idea of civil disobedience come from Henry 
Thoreau’s pamphlet “The duty of civil disobedience” that he wrote in 1849. 
The essay is written after Thoreau spent a night in jail for refusing to pay his 
taxes to avoid paying for the war and slavery in his country. In this book he 
argues, among others, about what a good citizen should do when the, by the 
majority, elected president is diametrically opposed to your views on life. 
He pleads that people are morally obliged to challenge a government that 
upholds hypocritical or flagrantly unfair laws. People should not fall silent 
and blindly follow their administration but follow their own consciousness. 
See civil movements and protest as a change and not consider them a crime.
5.9,10,11, 13	 Kurtz, L. R. (2008). Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace, 

Civil disobedience is 
a public, non-violent 
and intentional refusal 
of laws or set of laws 
that are perceived to be 
“unjust” and in this way 
advocates social change. 10

The first part of the 
definition is about the 
public character of the 
act of civil disobedience. 
This implies that acts of 
civil disobedience have 
to be out in the open and 
can’t be hidden because, 
following the definition, 
civil disobedience has the 
aim to attract attention 
and advocate change. 
Because of this most acts 
of civil disobedience 
happen in public space.

Sometimes this public 
character conflicts 
with the act of civil 
disobedience. This 
is because it gives 
the authorities the 
opportunity to prevent the 
act. For instance, letting 
everybody know you are 

aiming to block a street 
gives the authorities the 
opportunity to prevent 
this.

Can acts of civil 
disobedience also be 
more hidden and not be 
intended to attract a lot 
of attention? I think 
this is possible. I saw 
an example near my house. 
While walking, I noticed a 
picnic table that people 
placed in front of their 
house. There are rules 
that say you cannot place 
furniture in front of your 
house that sticks out more 
than one meter from the 
façade. So placing this 
bench is not legal. The 
people that placed a bench 
like this are most likely 
acting out of a lack of 
sunny outdoor space. Their 
aim here is not to attract 
everyone’s attention to 
a problem they have, but 
just solve their problem 
on a small scale. Maybe 
hoping it won’t get 
noticed.

Civil disobedience is a 
public, non-violent and 
intentional refusal of laws 
or set of laws that are 
perceived to be “unjust” 
and in this way advocates 
social change. 11

The nonviolent part of 
the definition is very 
important because it is a 
condition for acts of civil 
disobedience. “Nonviolent 
action is not simply 
the absence of physical 
violence but includes the 
absence of verbal violence, 
intimidation, and property 
damage.”12 There are both 
practical and ethical 

arguments why acts of 
disobedience must be non-
violent. The practical  
reason is that nonviolence 
is more effective than 
violence, and the ethical 
reason is that someone can 
not sacrifice another for 
the sake of society. It is 
important to be non-violent 
because there needs to be 
a certain trust built up. 
When violence is used and 
fear is created instead of 
trust then there is no room 
for people to be receptive 
to the goal of the act of 
disobedience. 13 

Public

Non-violent
Civil disobedience is 
a public, non-violent 
and intentional refusal 
of laws or set of laws 
that are perceived to be 
“unjust” and in this way 
advocates social change.14

Many definitions speak of 
laws, and groups of laws. 
In this part, I want to 
argue this section of the 
definition. Can an act 
of disobedience also go 
against rules or does it 
only apply when it is an 
act against laws?
To find out, I must first know 
the difference between 
the two concepts. A law 
is described by Sumner & 
Associates15 as a set of 
legal rules designed to 
help keep order, protect 
property, and keep people 
safe. Laws are created 
and established by the 
government and hold 
everyone to the same 

standard. Rules, 

on the other hand, are 
a set of instructions to 
help people live and work 
together. Certain rules 
can be established on the 
streets, in a park and 
also on the Marineterrein 
we see examples of rules 
that are established . The 
rules vary depending on 
the person creating the 
rule or the conditions 
and circumstances.
At the Marineterrein 
are also certain rules 
established that differ 
from the space around the 
terrain to keep the space 
neat and tidy. An example 
of this is the rule to 
only park your bike in a 
bike rack. Although we are 
talking about a rule and 
not a law, I count this act 
as an act of disobedience 
when people do not obey 
these rules. 

Civil 
disobedience is a public, non-
violent and intentional refusal 
of laws or set of laws that are 
perceived to be “unjust” and in 
this way advocates social change.16

Do we only speak of disobedience 
when people consciously break 
these rules and laws? When people 
break laws or rules, this can 
be conscious or unconscious. 
“Civil disobedience differs from 
other illegal acts because it is 
engaged in by people who commit 
the action knowing and accepting 
the penalties and consequences 
of breaking the law.” 17 This 
explanation of civil disobedience 
assumes that people break these 
rules on purpose and therefore act 
with an underlying thought. They 
accept the possible consequences.
Knowing if actions are 
conscientious is sometimes hard. 
It is not always clear if people 
know whether their act  is legal 
or not. Intentionally refusing 
the intended use of a site or 
building, like playing on the 
holocaust monument, can for me 
also be a form of disobedience. 

Civil disobedience 
is a public, 
non-violent and 
intentional refusal 
of laws or set 
of laws that are 
perceived to be 
“unjust” and in 
this way advocates 
social change. 18

Civil disobedience 
is a rejection 
of the law or of 
rules, rather 
than a rejection 
of the system as 
a whole. People 
legitimate their 
actions because 
they feel that it 
is obligated by a 
higher external 
principle. 
Extinction 
Rebellion19, for 
example, is a 
global movement 
that uses non-
violent actions 
to persuade 

governments to 
act justly on 
the climate 
and ecological 
emergency.  Because 
of the importance 
of climate change, 
extinction 
rebellion justifies 
some disobedient 
actions like 
blocking a road or 
dyeing a fountain 
red.20
The feeling of 
missing something 
and at the same 
time having the 
idea that the laws 
that occur aren’t 
morally justified. 
An example of 
this is the car 
garden that stood 
in Amsterdam as 
a statement that 
people should 
reclaim their place 
in the city from 
the car.21

laws or set of 
laws Intentional refusal,

 

Conscientiousness

Unjust

Civil disobedience is 
a public, non-violent 
and intentional refusal 
of laws or set of laws 
that are perceived to 
be “unjust” and in this 
way advocates social 
change.22 

The definition suggests 
that the acts of civil 
disobedience advocate 
change and are with an 
underlying thought. 
The acts can be direct 
or symbolic acts, to 
show what people would 
like to change. Social 
change is the way 
human interactions and 
relationships transform 
cultural and social 
institutions over time, 
having a profound impact 
of society. Movements 
like guerilla gardening, 
where they raise 
awareness for social and 

Advocates 
social change.

22	  Kurtz, L. R. (2008). Encyclope-
dia of Violence, Peace, and Conflict.

18	 Kurtz, L. R. (2008). Encyclopedia of Vio-
lence, Peace, and Conflict. 	
19	 Extinction Rebellion | Join The Fight 
Against Climate and Ecological Collapse. (z.d.). 
Extinction Rebellion. https://rebellion.global
20	 Murray, J., & Storer, R. (2020, 28 au-
gustus). Extinction Rebellion to block streets in 
London, Manchester and Cardiff. The Guardian.
21	 Private car & garden. (2006, 15 septem-
ber). Eigen tuin en auto. https://www.autotuin.nl/
cargarden.html

14,16,17	  Kurtz, L. R. (2008). Encyclopedia of Violence, 
Peace, and Conflict.

Passive and
active
disobedience.
Based on the analyses in 
this research I think 
there can be a division 
in “Passive” or “active” 
civil disobedience. Both 
actions are disobeying but 
have clearly different 
goals. Both definitions 
share the “action” The word 
‘action’ is significant, 
as the objective of civil 
disobedience is to actively 
seek change through 
protest or disruption, 
not through passively 
waiting for change.18 The 
second concept they share 
is Non-violence. It is 
an important distinction 
that civil disobedience 
campaigns are based on a 
philosophy of nonviolence.

Examples of the active form 
are easier to find because 
it has the purpose of 
being publicly recognized. 
This is different from 
the passive form of 
disobedience and examples 
are therefore hard to find. 
They are actions that are 
accidental, sneaky, or 
perhaps only for a small 
group of users. 

(conscious) Active civil 
disobedience

Civil disobedience is 
“a conscientious and 
communicative breach of 
law designed to demonstrate 
condemnation of a law or 
policy and to contribute 
to a change in that law or 
policy.”

Active civil disobedience 
has a clear political, 
social goal and wants to 
advocate legal changes. 
This action is in the 
public domain and its 
purpose is to be noticed in 
order to bring change in 
law or policy. 

(subconscious) Passive 
civil disobedience

Passive civil disobedience 
is a non-violent and 
intentional or accidental 
refusal of laws or rules 
because there is perceived 
to be a lack, and because 
of this matter is taken 
into one’s own hands.
Passive civil disobedience 
can be hidden and without 
underlying thought, people 
need something and create 
this without permission. 
People using this tactic 
do not always aim for 
legalization.

I see my jobs as a designer 
to act as a catalyst of 
change for an unspecified 
period of time. Designers, 
planners and architects that 
work on the urban context 
should mediate and guide 
the production of public 
spaces. Acts of disobedience 
that are often temporarily 
reclaiming a part of 
the urban commons are a 
manifestation of the right 
to the city. The collective 
right of the production of 
the urban context. Just like 
Lefebvre, I think everybody 
has the right to alter the 
city. If you want a place to 
keep evolving and be livable 
you need to give opportunity 
to people to influence the 
space and make it their own. 
The approach of disobedience 
allows the citizens to test 
possible future scenarios in 
their surroundings without 
political and financial 
commitments. 
The Marine terrain has 
a strong atmosphere 
characterised by control 
and obedience. This makes 
it harder for people to 
alter the site to their 
needs. But together with 
the fact that the site 
sits between the old and 
new uses, it offers many 
opportunities for testing 
future scenarios. These 
temporary steps can show 
the new owner possibilities 
and can build trust and end 
in a successful project. 
A successful means that 
everyone is implicated: the 
activist, the developer and 
the designer.

 I think there are two 
main options for designers 
in this story of civil 
disobedience.

REACT 
Noticing acts of 
disobedience by citizens and 
placing them in a larger 
picture. 

I can react to the acts 
of civil disobedience 
and in some situations 
work together with the 
(municipality and the) 
citizens on a long term 
solution. Acts of civil 
disobedience are sometimes 
the desired end result but 
are also sometimes symbolic 
of the desired result that 
could be achieved with help 
and cooperation of others. 

EMPOWER
Notice a problem or a space 
with opportunity, oppose 
an idea and/or initiate it 
and find local residents to 
join. Empower people to take 
action and change the space 
around them.
	
When I notice a problem I 
can act ons this by calling 
for an act of disobedience.  
start by letting people know 
about the problem. Oppose 
future scenarios alone or 
with residents. Initiate the 
act of civil disobedience 
and if needed find local 
residents that want to 
maintain the pintervention 
that could be the act of 
disobedience.

Conclusion & The role of the designer
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environmental issues 
by starting gardens, 
can change the way we 
think about landscaping 
of urban green spaces. 
Aiming to change not 
only the sites where 
they garden but also 
aiming on bigger 
solutions.
Sometimes people act out 
of necessity or lack 
and want to change this 
in their own community 
or group, they do not 
aim to change anything 
on a larger scale. 
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City: Transforming Our Lives Through Urban 
Design. Farrar, Straus and Giroux
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Build a better 
The Spanish architect Santiago Cirugeda 
and his practice Recetas Urbanas [Urban 
Prescriptions] graffitied a wall and sued 
himself in order to be able to install 
temporary scaffolding in the street. The 
scaffolding is then turned into a temporary 
extension of someone's house for several 
months. He made an guide on how to do this 
that you can read below. The architect aims 
to provide people with tools to act in 
their own city in order to cause a reaction 
against current institutional regulations, 
and to demonstrate that institutions can-
not limit the complex human realm. 
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Stop Planning, Start Acting

When I was asked to write an article on the “guerrilla urbanism” move­
ment, I hesitated because I’m neither a writer nor an urban planner. In 
2010, we gathered a group of friends and created an art project called 
Better Block, in which we decided to create our dream neighborhood 
block in days, using very little money. We never envisioned the pro­
ject becoming a national movement and being part of a larger trend of 
citizen-led efforts to rapidly transform blighted communities around the 
world. Prior to this, I had toured with a rock band, helped revive a historic 
movie theater, and returned a streetcar system to an underserved com­
munity (long story). My partner in crime, Andrew Howard, was a planner, 
but left the planning world when he realized that little of what he created 
was being built and much of his energy was being put into drawing pretty 
pictures of mixed-use developments that were largely a ruse for private 
developers to get public funds to add value to their land acquisitions. 
On a European vacation, I fell in love with city blocks filled with old and 
young people, street music, flower shops, cafés, old buildings, and small 
marketplaces. When I returned to Dallas, I drove around my neighbor­
hood and saw boarded-up and vacant buildings, wide streets, small side­

walks, and little streetlife. I commented to a friend, “Why can’t we have 
blocks that look like the ones throughout Europe?” He scoffed, “Let’s be 
honest, Dallas will never be Paris.”

That night, I began looking into what was holding my neighborhood back. 
I found a series of ordinances that prohibited or heavily taxed things that 
foster amazing urban blocks. From restrictive zoning rules, parking mini­
mums, exorbitant fees on café seating, landscaping, and more, I learned 
that the ability to have a great block like those I had seen abroad was 
largely forbidden.
The idea to rapidly transform my neighborhood was an outcropping of 
the street art movement being led by Shepard Fairey and Banksy, rather 
than a Jane Jacobs–inspired urban planning effort. The ingredients of 
our project were the opposite of those found in traditional planning: work 
cheaply and quickly, use temporary products, break rules, and focus on 
action over dialogue. The goal was simple: build our dream block in 24 
hours using anything at our disposal. Artists were key, borrowing was 
imperative, and the potential of going to jail was likely. A group of friends 
and I met at night in a theater-prop warehouse and began laying out a 
vision for the block. Paint and clean buildings; create bike lanes; set up 
outdoor cafés and fruit stands; string lights across the street; convert va­
cant buildings to art galleries, flower shops, kids’ art studios, and coffee 
houses; and, lastly, print out the ordinances we were going to break and 
hang them in every window. On a Friday night in April, we began trans­
forming the block, and by Saturday morning the street was unveiled.

For years we had been told that Dallas didn’t have the culture to em­
brace a walkable, urban environment, that it’s too hot, people are too 
accustomed to driving, and no one would come. What we saw that day 
challenged everything we’d been told. People walked to the street, sat 
outside, drank coffee, and read newspapers. Flowers hung from window 
sills, old men played chess, children made art in former auto shops, 
teens pedaled in freshly painted bike lanes, residents began volunteering 
in our pop-up shops, and musicians appeared unexpectedly with open 
guitar cases and performed on street corners. The street came roaring 
back to life. In 24 hours and with less than $1,000, we built our dream 
block and disproved the skeptics. Most notably, we learned that a vision 
is fruitless without action.
The hands-on movement seen unfolding around the world is a response 
to the pent-up demand of those who are tired of waiting for governments, 
consultants, or other so-called experts to create the kind of communities 
we crave. Better Blocks, PARK(ing) Days, yarnbombings, guerrilla garde­
ning, pop-up businesses, and depaving efforts are byproducts of a more 
social and connected community that refuses to accept the idea that “We 
can’t be like Paris.”	

Below is an article 
written by JASON ROBERTS 
, the initiator behind 
tube a better block. The 
article was posted on 
architectmagazine.com 
13 August 2012. In the 
interview I highlight 
the parts that explain 
why I chose this as a 
casestudy.

“Belgrade’s Ministry of Space collective are wor-
king to shape a creative scene that resists corrup-
tion and privatization. Through a series of actions 
in public spaces, we strive to draw attention to the 
problems in our cities as well as to offer viable 
and creative solutions to those problems. Some of 
our actions are on the verge of illegality; others 
are a product of prolonged bureaucratic and tech-
nological struggles.  It all began in 2010, when we 
created the Street Gallery, which is located in a 
busy part of the city that is considered one of the 
main commercial passages. It was essentially a dark 
urban urinal until we took over and reconstructed 
it into a gallery, a nine-panel space that exhibits 
photographs, illustrations and all kinds of lar-
ge-format artworks. The whole process of turning it 
into a gallery took two years, from the first illegal 
exhibition in 2010 to the official opening in April 
2012.”

Ministry of space
Art gallery

BUILDING YOURSELF AN URBAN RESERVE
Scaffolding

How:
1.Apply in your local Urban Planning office (or similar) to the 
license of a minor alteration to paint the facade of the building 
to which you want to fix yourself, in which you want to inlay, 
against which you want to lean, or simply which you want to 
enlarge.

1.A.The degree of heritage protection of the building may force 
you to sign you will stick to the existing color, but that should 
not bother you.
1.B.If the facade does not need a coat of paint you can make a 
few color loud paintings on it to justify the re-painting of it.

2.Ask a friend or relation, who should be an architect (there are 
plenty), to sign the scaffolding project, together with the preli-
minary health and safety plan. This is very simple project and 
can be easily copied. When it comes to talk about wages, a few 
beers will do.

3-With the paid minor alteration license (some 3000 pts / 18€) 
and the local authorities permit for the project (some 4000 
pts. / 24€), we can actually apply to the license for placing the 
scaffold, because, although it is true you must define how long 
will the works take, you can obtain it without a tick in the appro-
priate box and so make it last indefinitely (experience backs me 
up). Anyway, i am personally interested in few-months-stays, 
so i can install myself in different places one after the other and 
keep the temporary character of it. (such attribute frightens the 
architect’s guild).

4.Design your own urban reserve using your favorite materials 
and styles.

5.Once you have the license (approx. One month after) install 
the scaffolding together with the reserve.

The story of PLATZprojekt 
started with a group of 
skateboarders looking 
for space to skate and 
to create their own 
self-made skate park. 
For this pur- pose 
they squatted an empty 
plot in the industrial 
zone “Lindener Hafen”, 
formerly used as a 
parking lot. This place 
was created during 
planning but was not 
really accessible that 
for a long time nobody 
knew what to do with it. 
The piece of land lay 
fallow and bushes grew 
their way through the 
concrete. Here the two 
skaters started to build 
their skate park. They 
started to clean up and 
build the park.
Wishing to use the site 
on a long-term basis, 
they contacted the Metro 
Group, the owners of  the 
plot. Fortunately, the 
responsible agent had 
himself skated in his 
youth and was positive 
about the project. 

The group decided to share their experience and give 
more young people the space and opportunity to test and 
realise projects and ideas that are normally impossible 
within urban settings due to economic constraints.
To this end, the group worked out a concept and applied 
for funding to create a container village on the site 
next to the skate park.
Today the project is run by the association PLATZprojekt 
e.V., which has about 30 active members from a total 
membership of 130. The non-profit container village 
occupies an area of 3,000 m2 and comprises approximately 
50-60 containers offering space for start-ups as well as 
common spaces. there is a diverse range of activities 
and services include a café, a wood work shop, a sewing 
workshop, a bicycle workshop, a skate and surfboard 
manufacturer, a studio for audiovisual digital art, a 
tattoo studio, a hotel-container as well as a stage for 
music and theatre performances. There are also several 
non-profit organizations such as the initiative “Du bist 
willkommen”2, which offers sponsorships for refugees 
or “Hanover Voids”, a group of architecture students 

who map unused spaces in the 
city that could potentially 
be utilized. The spatial 
arrangement of the containers 
determines the functioning of 
the site: A central space with 
community facilities – the 
“village square” – has been 
created to encourage people to 
come together.

Platz project Hanover


